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Community Based Tourism (CBT) must become the type of tourism that should be widely
introduced and promoted in all three Guianas (Suriname, French Guiana and Guyana), by
mimicking the present-day examples of Bhutan or Thailand. At a WWF Guianas workshop held last
year in the Marriott hotel in Paramaribo, I stated that modern-day tourists more and more are
siding with CBT, since many are interested in a closer interaction with nature and local
communities.
Tourists nowadays:
·
want to be absorbed by the native cultures they
are interacting with;
·
are eager to learn more about local and indigenous
traditions, rituals and customs;
·
look for opportunities to support community
development;
·
are fascinated by everything green, pristine,
organic and sustainable;
·
are intrigued with local art;
·
want to avoid locations and events with thousands
of people together;
·
modern day tourists love to try exotic food and
drinks that will let them feel special;
·
look for exciting experiences that cannot be done
at home;
·
but more importantly they want to bring
electrifying and breathtaking stories, pictures and
videos back home that friends and family have not
experienced or seen before!
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According to the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) 91% of travelers believe that it is
important to take ethical trips and that nature conservation and sustainability should become a
great deal of their tourism experience. The present-day tourist has become more aware of
responsible tourism practices and is highly supportive to trips that pay respect to culture and local
traditions.
TECHNOLOGY
International traveling and global tourism have changed a lot recently, and since COVID-19
potential tourists have been searching and probing the net constantly. Because of the availability of
cutting-edge technology tourists nowadays basically do their travel research online, they often use
social media, electronic search engines or booking sides, such as www.expedia.com,
www.trivago.com and www.tripadvisor.com to plan and select their destinations; review,
recommend, share experiences and book trips online, by using credit cards or other electronic
payment methods.

COMMUNITY BASED TOURISM (CBT)
The Caribbean Tourism Organization mentioned in its CBT Handbook that Community Based
Tourism intersects most closely with adventure travel, which is presently a fast-growing tourism
subdivision. The global adventure tourism market was valued at $445 billion in 2016 and is
projected to reach a whopping $1.336 billion in 2023.
The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA) is a community of over 1,300 destinations, tour
operators, travel agents, entrepreneurs, investors and media personalities in more than 100
countries, which are all intimately dedicated to promoting responsible international adventure
travel.
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Their motto is that “adventure travel experience is made of three essential elements,
namely:
Natural;
Cultural and
Activity-Related Encounters”.
TThe UNWTO indicates that cultural tourism is a type of sustainable tourism endeavor in which the
visitor’s essential motivation is to learn, discover, experience and consume the tangible and
intangible cultural charms and temptations of a tourism destination.
CBT is also considered to be an intimate part of cultural tourism which is clearly about
experiencing the local customs, culture, cuisine, heritage, arts, traditions, rituals, folklore,
environment, biodiversity and lifestyle.
The 2018 report on Tourism and Cultural Synergies by the UNWTO mentioned that cultural tourist
arrivals have been growing steadily compared to overall international arrivals.
Presently, 40% of international tourists are considered to be cultural tourists, namely travelers who
enthusiastically participate in cultural activities or visits, as part of their overall vacation and leisure
experience.

The Guianas is a cultural melting pot in the center of the Guyana Shield, as part of the Amazon
rainforest, that cannot be seen or experienced anywhere else.
Not just the rainforest is pristine, but also the community of this distinct area in South America is
exceptionally unique, bringing together peoples and age-old populations from Europe, Asia, Africa,
the Middle East and South America.
In this regard Suriname is among one of the most unique countries globally, offering centuries old
Indigenous Tribes (from South America) and Tribal Communities (Maroons descending from West
Africa), living side by side and in peace over almost 80% of its land surface.
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BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY BASED TOURISM
CBT is known to encourage and enhance community identity, sense of pride and unity of
rural, maroon and indigenous communities. CBT offers easier access to education and
stimulates positive economic impacts to communities in the hinterland.
CBT also provides better accessibility to healthcare and provides more income to the local
communities, lodge owners, staff and suppliers, since joint ventures with local
businessmen and women are being encouraged.
The overall spin off benefits for the region and community increase drastically. Local
craftsmen and women, vendors and farmers are able to reach international customers much
easier directly and via electronic means by trading their merchandise on a higher and
constant basis.
“Just consider all the traditional and colorful Surinamese PAGNI’S being sold to tourists
from all over the world. Our Maroon craft ladies and designers will not have hands enough
in the future!” Community beautification is another area that will be increased and encouraged.
Preservation and celebration of the local culture and heritage will be lifted to a higher and
international echelon.
New income streams will be being created, as well as new outlooks on the livelihood for
community members.
There will be less brain drain and community members that have migrated might return to
their birthplace, because of new opportunities.
Community assets will be sheltered in order to sustain present and future business
revenues.
The already unique tourism product will be perfectionated in order to be able to distinguish
itself in the region.
When this all is in motion it might become way easier to attract support, including financial
from Governments, regional as well as international development organizations.
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In closing with regard to the Bronsberg Nature
Park Plateau development, I envisage that this
location has the potential to become a major
adventure and nature park in the center of the
Guyana Shield.
With good planning and projection this exclusive
mountain plateau may become a sustainable
tourism center in the middle of the Amazon
rainforest with different resorts and parks
containing ziplines, hang-gliding, canoeing, jetskiing, kayaking, fly-boarding, hiking and world
class mountain bike and rock climbing trails,
fishing, camping, glamping, kite surfing, boating,
sailing, flora and fauna, buggy rides etc.
Bronsberg has the potential to become the
“GUATAPE” of the Caribbean.

I thank you respectfully for your attention.
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